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Address of the President 


Mr. STEPHEN B. Luce 


OUR President has the honor of 
submitting his Annual Report. 

It was a bitter disappointment 
that the state of my health made my at- 
tendance at the Annual Meeting impos- 
sible, and that the appearance of this Re- 
port may, by consequence, be delayed. 
Also early in the winter my absence on 
a vacation in California has put me out 
of touch, to some extent, with more re- 
cent developments. 

As you are aware, both your Director, 
Mr. Little, and your Treasurer, Mr. 
Walker, were out of the country during 
the greater part of the summer of 1952, 
and it devolved upon me to act in their 
stead in one or two instances. I trust that 
the Society’s business did not suffer un- 
duly as a result. One matter that had to 
be decided in their absence related to the 
offer of the Joseph Breck Homestead, 
in Pepperell, Massachusetts. Your Presi- 
dent and the Director of your Museum, 
as two members of a committee appointed 
by the ‘Trustees, visited the house on July 
21, 1953, and, through the kindness of 
the owners, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Cous- 


ins, went all over it. The feeling of the 





committee was not to commit a future 
Soard of Trustees to accept the property, 
but to advise the owners to get into com- 
munication with some local historical or 
similar society, and in the meantime to 
render any counsel and help requested by 
them in their plans for proper restoration 
of the house. 

From the estate of the late Heloise 
Meyer, a payment of $1,500, being the 
full legacy, was gratefully received; and 
from the Estate of Ruth Lee Griswold a 
first payment, in the amount of $7,875 
was made to the Society. The Endow- 
ment Fund of the Lyman House received 
additions during the year in the neighbor- 
hood of $5,000. 

The Annual Appeal brought in the 
very satisfactory amount of $5,636.38. 
While this is not all for which we asked, 
it does he!p to make the Society solvent. 
‘To those who contributed, your officers 
and ‘Trustees desire to give their heartfelt 
thanks, with the assurance that the money 
has been judiciously used. 

It is planned to hold a Benefit Auction 
early in the summer at the Curtis-Ahl 
House in Beverly Farms; and, as you 
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may remember, you gave your Trustees 
authority ultimately to sell this house, 
which will be done, if and when a price 
that suits both parties to the sale can be 
obtained. The objects to be sold are in 
part contents of the house, in part dupli- 
cates or objects already owned, in part 
things not considered of sufficient impor- 
tance to be kept, and (we hope) in part 
antiques sent in by our members to be 
sold.* 

‘The Members’ Afternoons have be- 
come a tradition of the Society, and so a 
series is planned for the winter of 1955. 
The speakers this year were, on January 
27, our Curator of the Museum, Mr. 
Luquer, who spoke on New England 
Coins and Commemoratives; on Feb- 
ruary 17, Mrs. Yves Henry Buhler, of 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, on 
New England Silver; and finally, on 
March 17, our own Bertram Little, on 
his experiences in England with the Sum- 
mer School of the National ‘Trust. March 
17 is locally celebrated as Evacuation 
Day, when the British abandoned Bos- 
ton; this year Mr. Little brought them 
back, in a different, and more peaceful, 
capacity. Also I have heard of no snakes 
around the Society, so Mr. Little acted 

* The auction was held in June, and brought 
in a very handsome sum to the Society. 


the part of St. Patrick as well! 

We welcome the following new Pa- 
tron Life Members, and hope they will 
feel justified in their generous donations: 
Mr. Ronald T. Lyman, Rev. George L, 
Paine, Miss Catharine W. Pierce, and 
Miss Evelyn Sears. 

In closing, I wish to bid a grateful au 
revoir to those Trustees whose terms ex- 
pire this year: Miss Catharine Pierce, 
Mrs. Lura Woodside (Charles H.) Wat- 
kins, J. Sanger Attwill, and Henry P, 
Kendall. All of them have contributed 
greatly of their time and knowledge to 
the welfare of the Society, and they will 
be greatly missed. In their place have been 
nominated Mrs. Theodore L. Badger, 
Miss Rosamond Thaxter, and the Messrs. 
Gilbert R. Payson and H. Wade White. 
We welcome them to their new duties, 
and hope that the Society may learn much 
from them, and that they, in return, may 
receive some definite inspiration for per- 
sonal service. 


For myself, let me finish with the de- 


vout expectation that I will surely be - 


with you a year from now, in my usual 
health, and that, in the meantime, I can 
serve you faithfully. 
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Mr. BERTRAM K., LITTLE 


Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


' May 1, 1953 to May 1, 1954 


‘To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF NEw ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES: 


HAVE the my 


seventh report as Corresponding Sec- 


honor to present 

retary and Director covering the So- 
ciety’s forty-fourth year from May 1, 
1953 to May I, 1954. 

For the sake of continuity in reference, 
the Society’s properties are reported on 
in order of their geographical location in 
relation to headquarters. Should  ob- 
servant members notice that some thirty- 
five are not mentioned specifically in this 
report, they can be assured that each of 
them is receiving the continuing care of 
our staff and custodians or special com- 
mittees as well as such preservation work 
as our limited funds permit. 


Lady Pepperrell House, ca. 1760, Kit- 
tery Point, Maine. 


One of the loveliest affairs held in York 
County for many a day was the Candle- 
light Reception here on the ev ening of 
July 21, 1953. All the elements of cos- 
tumes, flower arrangements, music, light- 
ing and refreshments that made it so 
were under the efficient and imaginative 
direction of Mrs. Alexander Neilson, as- 
sisted by the House Committee compe ised 
of Miss Rosamond ‘Thaxter, Chairman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eben F. Corey, Mrs. 
Joseph Cutts, Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan 
and Mrs. Decatur Wright. The financial 
return to the operating fund for this 
house was the more welcome since we are 
facing the problems of deferred main- 
tenance and the question of what is best 


to do about the late rear ell and porch 
without a penny of endowment income. 


Hamilton House, ca. 1770, South Ber- 
wick, Maine. 


On August 22, the house and grounds 
were opened for the second South Ber- 
wick Broiler Day, sponsored by the Ro- 
tary Club for the benefit of the new Civic 
Center. The program was similar to that 
described in last year’s report and with 
some 1,200 persons served, it is evident 
that the day was a great success. Long 
postponed expensive but necessary work 
on the trees was accomplished last fall 
through the removal of two dying elms 
and pruning of twenty-one others and 
one apple tree; removal of all dangerous 
limbs; feeding of four elms near the main 
house and removal of the maple near the 
farmhouse. It should now be possible to 
maintain the marked improvement in the 
condition and appearance of the trees 
within our annual budgeted appropria- 
tions for this property unless we run into 
extensive repair work in the front hall of 
the house. 


Captain Jewett House, 1774, Sarah 
Orne Jewett Memorial, South Berwick, 
Maine. 


Unless the unusually cold and damp 
spring prevents, the work of painting the 
front hall and all but two of the rooms— 
restoring original woodwork colors un- 
less quite out of harmony with the fine 
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old wallpapers—will have been com- 
pleted before the house opens for another 


season. 


Parson Smith Homestead, 1764, South 
Windham, Maine. 


Delay in payment of the endowment 
bequest and the theft of water piping, hot 
water heating unit and gas pipe connec- 
tions, made it impossible to do more than 
prepare the property for basic occupancy 
by our custodian, Professor Neal W. 
Allen, Jr., and his family. Nevertheless 
Professor and Mrs. Allen began the care- 
ful sorting of 189 years’ accumulation and 
tackled intensive cleaning, repairs and, 
with the aid of interested neighbors, 
Messrs. Winthrop and McDowell, clear- 
ing up of the grounds. A recent bequest 
of furniture and furnishings, acknowl- 
edged in the Report of the Director of 
Museum, will help greatly in making this 
house of wider interest to members this 
season and more generally in the future. 


The Barrett House (Forest Hall), ca. 
1800, New Ipswich, New Hampshire. 


A fascinating collection of boxes of 
varied materials, 
brought together some years ago from all 
over the world, has become a part of the 


sizes, shapes and 


interesting furnishings of this impressive 
house through a long-term loan made to 


the Society by Mr. Fairfield E. Raymond. 


Governor John Langdon Mansion Me- 
morial, 1784, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. 


At considerable the main 


house and the two flanking slave houses 


expense, 


have been painted, sunporch removed, a 
chimney repaired, fences repaired and 


painted, and carefully planned custodian’s 
quarters created in the modern ell, con- 
sisting of large living-dining room, two 
bedrooms, bath 


and kitchenette, with 


completely up-to-date conveniences. Mrs, 
Eunice Kalway has been appointed cus- 
todian, and from her years of connection 
with the house has much interest in it. 
Ralph Starkey continues his connection 
with the property in capably handling reg- 
ular maintenance work on house and 
grounds. Arrangements for the necessary 
tree work and the more extended ele- 
ments of care of the gardens and grounds 
have been made. 


Harrison Gray Otis House, 1795, Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. 


All outside trim of the house and mvu- 
seum building, including ell, was repaired 
and painted, but, unfortunately, some ex- 
pensive repairs to windows, cornices, roof 
and brickwork on the museum building 
are still ahead of us. Appleton Hall was 
again selected as the regular meeting 
place of the Boston Tea Party Chapter, 
D.A.R., and there was some encourag- 
ing additional use of it by both familiar 
and new friendly organizations. 


Rocky Hill Meetinghouse, 1785, Ames- — 


bury, Massachusetts. 


for many years the early records of 
this Meetinghouse were stored in wooden 
boxes in a closet under the pulpit. When 
it became obvious that they were afford- 
ing nesting places for generations of mice, 
even though somewhat historically mind- 
ed rodents, judging from the limited 
damage, it was arranged, through the 
good offices of M Se George M. Batchel- 
der, Secretary of the Board of Stewards, 
and the codperation of the Trustees of 
the Library, to deposit this collection with 
the Amesbury Public Library. There, 
when not resting in metal boxes in a fire- 
proof vault, the papers may be consulted 
by students and will assist a special com- 
mittee now preparing a revision of the 
History of the Town of Amesbury. 
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Lakeman-Johnson House, ca. 1830, 


Ipswich, Massachusetts. 


Our custodian, Frank H. Chadbourne, 
has continued his supervision of periodic 
loans of various historic papers, maps and 
books from the collections in this house to 
several schools in Ipswich when they sup- 
plement their teaching program on the 
early history of the Ttown. Occasionally 
also loans are made of some items of fur- 
niture and furnishings for temporary ex- 
hibits, pageants or school plays. 


Chaplin - Clark - Williams House, ca. 
1671, Rowley, Massachusetts. 


Last fall ‘Town water was connected 
to the house and the expense of this in- 
stallation was generously borne by our 
custodian. 


Samuel Lincoln House, ca. 1741, Hing- 
ham, Massachusetts. 


‘Two coats of exterior paint, the labor 
for the second being contributed by the 
painter, Robert A. Donaldson, were ap- 
plied to the house this past year and the 
custodians continued their fine care of 
the property, including repairs which 
would otherwise seriously tax our limited 
resources, 


Colonel Josiah Quincy House, ca. 1770, 
Wollaston, Massachusetts. 


In accordance with an old agreement 
with the Society, Mr. Edmund Quincy 
occupied two rooms on the second floor 
of this house during last summer and fall 
before moving into his Boston house, so 
the plumbing in the main house had to be 
reconditioned and connected and a num- 
ber of repairs to screens and other ele- 
ments accomplished. Mr. Quincy kindly 
gave the Society picture post cards of the 
house to be sold for its benefit. On the 
occasion of my talk at their meeting on 
January 22, the Quincy Historical So- 
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ciety presented the Society with a check 
for one hundred dollars to be allocated to 
the operating account of this property—a 
most encouraging and appreciated gift. 
The custodians continue to do a great 
deal to improve the condition of the house 
and grounds and to increase its enjoyment 


by the public. 


Colonel John Thacher House, ca. 1680, 
Yarmouthport, Massachusetts. 


A new co-custodian here, Mrs. Flor- 
ence E. Simpson, long-time friend of 
Miss Bailey, will help in the care and 
showing of this property. 


Cooper-Frost-Austin House, ca. 1657, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


In February new custodians, Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Ellis, were appointed and 
have since contributed considerable re- 
furbishing of several rooms and the 
grounds. During the months covered by 
this report, needed maintenance work 
and exterior painting were accomplished 
by the Society. An eighteenth-century 
gray with white trim was selected as giv- 
ing more period feeling to this early house 
than white paint and the late blinds have 
not been rehung. 


Colton House, 
Massachusetts. 


1734, Longmeadow, 


With the appointment of Mr. and 
Mrs. James A. Reed as custodians, this 
house takes its place, with over forty 
others, as open for public education and 
enjoyment on an announced schedule. As 
this report is written we learn from Mrs. 
Reed, who, interestingly enough, is a di- 
rect descendant of the Coltons, that al- 
ready an animated group of twenty-five 
fourth graders from the school nearby 
have thoroughly visited it. While it was 
necessary for the Society to install a new 
oil burner and hot-water system, as well 
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as much new electrical wiring and plumb- 
ing, with some work deferred for lack of 
funds, the custodians have contributed 
labor and cash toward needed insula- 
tion, repairs and a start toward making 
the age of the house become more evi- 
dent. 


Alexander House, 1811, Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 


In the spring of 1953, the John H. 
Breck Company, Inc., received permis- 
sion to have sequences of their historical 
film, “Dear Nancy,” which will be 
shown at our forty-fourth Annual Meet- 
ing, taken in the upper hall here and made 
a contribution to the Society for this priv- 


ilege. 


Conant House (Old Mansion), ca. 1720, 
Townsend Harbor, Massachusetts. 


After protracted planning with them 
concerning its repair, restoration and 
maintenance, the Society was fortunate 
in being able to appoint Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel H. Albro custodians of this won- 
derful house. ‘The Society, through the 
placing of a mortgage on the property, 
was enabled to install a heating plant and 
new electricity service; connect with the 
‘Town water system, and make rotted 
sill, roof and a number of overdue re- 
pairs. With much personal labor and some 
materials to be contributed by the custo- 
dians, considerable careful restoration will 
be gradually accomplished so that the fine 
woodwork, stenciling and other interest- 
ing details will be fully revealed and the 
natural setting of the house improved. 
Through the generosity of members’ re- 
sponse to the Society’s Annual Appeal last 
fall the crumbling central chimney and 
the keeping room fireplace were pains- 
takingly restored. “The custodians will 
not only show the house on a regular 
schedule of days and hours, but also keep 





a general watch over the adjacent Spauid- 
ing Cooperage Shop and Grist Mill. The 
late additions to the latter, a source of 
recurring trouble from vandalism, have 
been removed as a beginning in restoring 
the building to its original appearance, 
and some structural repairs made in the 
former. Nothing more can be done on 
these good occupational buildings, how- 
ever, until further funds are found, al- 
though the boarded-up and unpainted 
condition of the Grist Mill is admittedly 
most unsatisfactory : | 


Lyman House (The Vale), 1793, Wal- 
tham, Massachusetts. 


For the second season here, a special 
exhibition of fine landscape paintings and 
prints showing English estates of the gen- 
eral style of the Lyman House in its set- 
ting and botanical prints of contemporary 
plants and flowers was made possible by 
generous loans from the Vose Galleries 
of Boston, ‘The Old Print Shop, Ine. 
(Harry Shaw Newman) of New York, 
and Charles D. Childs of Boston. The 
opening was marked by a reception with 
the Waltham Garden Club as co-hosts. 
Some Club members acted as hostesses in 
period costumes while others provided 
beautiful flower arrangements and cook- 
ies. A special committee of the Society, 
headed by Mrs. George ol Houser, as- 
sisted by Mrs. Lea S$. Luquer, ably served 
the refreshments. On Saturday, June 20, 
1953, some 300 members of the Bay 
State Historical League met at “The 
Vale” and, sitting on the side porch or 
under the great copper beech out of 
reach of the broiling sun, heard greet- 
ings from the Presidents of the Historical 
Societies of Waltham and Watertown, 
who were co-hosts with our Society for 
the occasion, and a talk by me on “Think- 
ing About Historical Girl 
Scouts helped serve punch, sandwiches 
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and cookies. There is deferred mainten- 


ance on this property, but it must be real- 
ized we are striving to keep up extensive 
crounds and greenhouses as well as 
buildings. To this end the camellia sales 
were increased last year but the grapes did 
not sell quite as well, and we have made 
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en’s Community League. Nearly $1,500 
was garnered for the endowment fund 
through the sale of surplus property in 
the house, sheds and barn. The Jones 
House Committee is now composed of 
William R. Dewey, Jr., Chairman, rep- 
resenting the Town; William Endicott 











THE CONANT HOUSE, TOWNSEND HARBOR, MASSACHUSETTS. BUILT ABOUT 1720 


an arrangement with our good neigh- 
bors the De Vincent Brothers, for the use 
of the three-acre field across the brook 
which is helpful to all concerned. 


Smith Tavern (Jones House). ca. 1756, 
with later additions, Weston, Massachu- 
Setts. 


Open house on Saturday afternoon, 
February 25, 1954, celebrated the com- 
plete and happy realization of the project 
jointly sponsored by the ‘Town of Weston 
and the Society whereby this picturesque 
building is actively and continuously in 


use for and by the citizens of Weston, in- 
cluding two ‘Town departments, the off- 
cial Historical Committee, and the Wom- 


II, representing the Society, and Charles 
(). Richardson, a Weston resident who 
is also a member of the Society. 


Swain-Harrison House, ca. 1680, Bran- 
ford, Connecticut. 


When our member-custodian, Mr. R. 
A. Kemp, notified us last fall that the de- 
struction of this fine house was con- 
templated should preliminary plans of 
the Connecticut Highway Department 
for a traffic interchange from West Main 
Street to the proposed expressway north 
of North Main Street be adopted, the So- 
ciety immediately took action to protect 
this historic property. Letters telling of 
these plans were dispatched to influential 
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Connecticut members of the Society to 
enlist their aid as necessary and the Clar- 
ence Blair Associates, Civil Engineers, 
were authorized to prepare a report which 
would both explain why the house should 
be preserved mm situ and respectfully sub- 
mit a possible alternate location for said 
traffic interchange. While this latter ac- 
tion proved to be somewhat expensive, 
we believe that it has brought this matter 
forcefully to the attention of the Highway 
Department and should be a great pro- 
tection to the house as well as prove that 
preservationists and antiquarians can be 
practical when necessary. Subsequently 
we have learned that following receipt of 
our report the Highway Commissioner 
has stated that under no conditions will 
the Swain-Harrison House be affected 
adversely, so we may be truly grateful for 
Mr. Kemp’s interested and effective co- 
operation. 


Pratt House, ca. 1725, Essex, Connec- 
ticut. 


If it were not for the wholehearted CO- 
operation and the ingenuity, initiative and 
practicality of our member, Miss Mary 
Allis, and the continuous assistance of our 
curators, Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. ‘Tip- 
pin, it would have been well-nigh impos- 
sible to overcome the discouraging de- 
velopments here and have the house ready 
for opening this coming July. First the be- 
quest for endowment and for the prepara- 
tion of the early ell for curators and main 
house for exhibition, could only be paid 
in delayed installments totaling much 
less than anticipated; and then, far great- 
er damage to essential structural elements 
than could be foreseen required expendi- 
ture or sums originally allocated for more 
visible restoration. But, after an extended 
period of adjustment, members and the 
public will find an impressive collection of 
American furniture and furnishings in a 


setting which already has considerable in- 
terest and which will be improved as in- 
come and time permit. 


Administration. 


It is encouraging to hear from many 
sources that the Society’s properties are 
appreciated individually even though in 
many cases they are not furnished ade- 
quately and many details of furnishing are 
not entirely to period. It is even more so 
to realize from the visitors to headquar- 
ters and a flood of letters, that our collec- 
tions and the store of experience in the 
field of preservation that our officers and 
staff have a part in, are called upon daily 
throughout each year. My advice, for ex- 
ample, has been sought during the past 
twelve months on such subjects as cos- 
tumes for an historical pageant; reproduc- 
tions of early pine furniture; the con- 
struction in an exhibition of a seventeenth- 
century facade and the composition of a 
dooryard garden for it; restoration and 
management of eighteenth- and early 
nineteenth-century houses in such diverse 
locations as Maine, Massachusetts, Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, and the re- 
vitalizing of exhibits in the museum of one 
of our Massachusetts historical societies. 
I was also privileged to act as one of three 
judges in the competition for the design 
of the official seal of the Esther Stevens 
Brazer Guild of the Historical Society of 
Early American Decoration; serve on 
the selection committee for the Guide 
Book prepared for the National Conven- 
tion of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects in Boston this spring, and write the 
introduction to the New England Guide 
issued annually by the Women’s City 
Club of Boston. 

Miss Addison answers numerous in- 
quiries on as many different antiquarian 
angles and handles all the orders for 
prints or photostats from the Society’s 
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special collections and from our extraor- 
dinary subject files, in addition to her bill- 
paying and bookkeeping responsibilities. 
Our membership affairs continue in the 
capable hands of Miss Crandall, while 
our Curator, Lea S$. Luquer, and Super- 
intendent, Harry A. Merchant, carry on 
excellently both interpretive and house- 
keeping activities. Improved attention to 
and control of structural conditions in all 
of the Society’s properties is due to the un- 
remitting services of our Supervisor of 
Properties, Roy W. Baker, and his crafts- 
men, which we have had again over the 
past year. The Society is indeed fortunate 
in its staff, its officers and trustees, and 
in its members who voluntarily advance 
its aims and purposes in many ways. 

This report cannot be closed without 
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an expression of my deep gratitude for the 
leave of absence which made possible my 
attendance, with three of my family, at 
the Second National ‘Trust Summer 
School in England last season, followed 
by a month of independent travel in 
Great Britain. Some of the results of my 
study both during the course and in the 
subsequent weeks, during which I had the 
opportunity of seeing much of our New 
England backgrounds and of consulting 


with representatives of the National 
Trusts of England and Scotland, were re- 


ported to members on the third of our 
Members’ Afternoons last March, while 
the rest will, I feel sure, remain to help 
both in some of the day-by-day practi- 
calities of, and in my equipment for, the 
work of the Society. 








By MarGaret K. ZIEMAN 


Les Forges de St. Maurice 


Norte: In view of the constant interest in the origins and development of the 
Iron Industry in early North America, this paper, originally appearing in the 
Summer Issue of Northern Circuit, is reprinted here by permission of the pub- 
lishers, The Northern Electric Company, Montreal, P.O., Canada. American 
readers will recall that Trois Riviéres was a vital concentration point for the 
Brunswick and British troops in the invasions launched down Lake Champlain 


in 1776 and 1777. 


BP the early explorers of North 
America, Spanish, English and 
French, had visions of finding 

vast treasures of gold and precious stones 
in this newly-discovered land beyond the 
seas. Strangely enough, the initial metal 
discoveries made by early colonists were 
deposits of bog iron; first in Massachu- 
setts, near the Saugus River in the late 
1640’s, then later, in 1736, near what 1s 
now the great industrial city of Trois 
Rivieres. 

It was at Les Forges de St. Maurice, 
that French colonists, aided by a grant 
from the free-spending Louis XV, set up 
Canada’s first iron mining and smelting 
industry. For nearly one hundred and 
fifty years, these blast furnaces of Les 
Forges turned bog iron into nails, kettles, 
frying pans and stoves, as well as can- 
nons and mortars. 

Actually the iron deposits at this loca- 
tion were noted as early as 1650 by 
Father Drouillettes, a devout Jesuit mis- 
sionary, who settled among and converted 
the Indian tribes living near the mouth of 
the St. Maurice River. However, nothing 
was done about them for seventy years, 
when the Marquis de Denonville again 
drew attention to the presence of the ore 
body and suggested that it might be pro- 
fitably worked. Some of the ore was ac- 
tually sent to France for testing. Iron 
workers there reported it to be of “good 


quality and percentage” and asked for 
more of it for further treatment. 

The urgings of the aggressive Count 
Frontenac finally bore fruit in 1732 with 
the establishment by Royal charter of La 
Compagnie des Forges in the Seigneurie 
of St. Maurice. The company acquired 
the deposits and a tract of forest land 
nearby , on which it erected two furnaces 
and a foundry. ‘The French garrison at 
nearby Trois Rivi¢res supplied the first 
workers. 

The ore found here was good, rich and 
tolerably clean and the fuel used was 


charcoal obtained from the forests. The - 


St. Maurice was dammed in three places; 
the first dam supplied the head of water to 
turn the wheel to provide the furnace 
draft, the other dams furnishing the 
power to operate the two trip hammers 
used to forge the metal. It was reported 
that the water was sufficiently powerful 
to drive at least two other hammers. 
The process of producing iron at Les 
Forges was a simple one. A large ladle 
was plunged into the boiling liquid ore 
and the material emptied into a gutter 
made in the sand. In spite of this the iron 
was preferred to the Spanish type, which 
sold at the King’s Stores in Quebec at a 
rate of from twenty-one to thirty-one 
beaver skins per hundred-weight of iron. 
In the process of stove moulding each 
complete unit consisted of six pieces, sep- 
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arately moulded, according to the King’s 


Representative, then fitted together to 
form a stove about three feet high. In an- 
other shed, were workmen making pots, 
kettles and other hollow-ware. In the 
hammer forge bar iron of every kind was 
hammered out. But the King’s represen- 
tative didn’t get off unscathed, since in 
each department of Les Forges, the work- 
men observed the old ceremony of brush- 
ing the visitor’s boots, in expectation of a 
“nourboire.”” 

After 1760 when French Canada was 
ceded to Britain, Les Forges de St. Mau- 
rice lay idle for seven years. Then in 
1767, a 16-year concession to work them 
was obtained from Governor Carlton by 
a private company at an annual lease-rent 
of £25. 

By 1815 the foundry was quite exten- 
sive, consisting of furnaces, forges, cast- 
ing houses, work shops, and other neces- 
sary establishments. From two hundred 
and fifty to three hundred men were em- 








Les Forges de St. Maurice 1] 


ployed, and the nearby dwelling houses 
of the workers gave Les Forges the ap- 
pearance of a fairly large village. 

After 1846, the plant passed through 
a number of hands and was worked on a 
limited scale until 1859 when the fires 
were extinguished. However, it was later 
set operating again, for a report in Parlia- 
ment in 1879 states: “The St. Maurice 
Forges, owned by F. M. MacDougall 
& Son, Three Rivers, and using a bog ore, 
is producing a very fine iron with char- 
coal as fuel. The first furnace erected in 
1737 1s still running with the same type 
of fuel . . . and has a capacity of four 
tons.” 


But ore deposits eventually gave out 
and about 1882, the fires of Les Forges 
were banked forever. Today all that re- 
mains to commemorate Canada’s first 
iron industry is an historic old brick ruin 
seven miles north of the city of Trois 
Rivicres. 















































URING the past year the $6,- 
800.00 mortgage outstanding on 
the Harrison Gray Otis House 

was paid off in full, partially by a gift of 
$1,874.41 and the remaining $4,925.59 
out of current funds. This accounted for 
a net loss for the year of $2,247.97 reduc- 
ing our surplus to $5,542.85. Ihe book 
value of the Society’s pooled segregated 
and trust funds on December 31 amount- 
ed to $1,051,752.72 with a market value 
of $1,173,782.45. 


To the Be yard of Trustees, 


Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities, 


Boston, Massachusetts. 
Dear Sirs: 


We have made an examination of the 
books of the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities for the year 
ended December 31, 1953 and submit as 
our report the financial statements listed 
in the foregoing index together with the 
following comments: 


SCOPE OF EXAMINATION 


All recorded cash receipts were traced 
to bank statements as deposits, and paid 
cheques, vouchers or other satisfactory 
evidence of payment were inspected in 
support of recorded expenditures. Cash 


Report of the Treasurer 


Mr. Guy W. WALKER, JR. 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1952 


Ata Trustees meeting last November, 


the Board voted to cancel about five 
eighths of our fire insurance policies and 
to reduce gradually the remainder as our 


fire insurance reserve is built up by de- 
posits of the amount saved in insurance 
premiums. [his follows a policy adopted 
several years ago by Harvard University 
and is particularly adaptable to this So. 
ciety due to the wide geographical di- 
versification of its properties. 


AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE 


balances at the close of the year were rec- 
onciled with balances confirmed to us by 
the depositaries, savings accounts by in- 
spection of pass books and by direct con- 
firmation and securities by inspection. 
Mortgage notes payable banks were veri- 
fied by direct correspondence with the 
mortgagees. Income from investments 
was verified by reference to bond coupon 
rates and published dividend records. We 
did not verify the terms and restrictions 
of the various endowment and special 
funds. 
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Segregated Funds 


Report of the Treasurer 
CHANGES IN ENDOWMENT AND SPECIAL FUNDs 


Changes in funds during the year 1953 are summarized as follows: 


- 


12/31/53 12/31/52 

Endowment Funds—Income for: 

Real Estate Maintenance $ 597,386.22 $ 568,799.2 

General Purposes 229,758.46 224,884.14 
Fire Insurance Fund 2,062.94 
Temporary Funds—Principal for: 

Other Designated Purposes 11,547.69 11,203.74 
Revolving Loan Fund 4,768.94 4,768.94 

Less—Loans to House Accounts ¥4.505.26 *4,768.94 





195,710.29 1975459-58 


$1,036,729.28 $1,002,346.71 
Following is a summary analysis of the net increase of $34,382.57 
of funds: 


Endowment Funds—Income for Real Estate Maintenance: 
New Funds: 
Josiah Smith Tavern-Jones House Fund $ 
Lyman House Fund 
Merrell Tavern Fund 
Pratt House Fund : 


1,483.71 
6,125.97 
9,085.69 
7,875.00 
24,570.37 
Gain on Sales of Securities 7,516.60 
2,086.97 
Funds Transferred to House Operating Accounts: 
Col. Josiah Quincy Fund 
Endowment Funds—Income for General Purposes: 
New Funds: 
General Endowment Fund 
Life Membership Fund 


3,500.00 


1,736.32 
200.00 
1,936.32 


Gain on Sales of Securities 2,938.00 


Fire Insurance Fund: 
New Funds 
Temporary Funds—Principal for Other Designated Purposes: 
New Funds: 
Waring Stencil Fund 28.99 
Funds Expended: 
Publication Endowment Fund *218.16 
*189.17 
407.68 
25.44 


Income added to Principal 
Gain on Sales of Securities 


Revolving Loan Fund: 
Repayment of Loan 
segregated Funds: 
Merrell Tavern Fund: 
Gain on Sales of Securities 
Fund transferred to Endowment Funds— 
Income for Real Estate Maintenance 


$ 4,067.00 


* 5,018.69 


*9,085.69 


Increase 
* Decrease 


$28,586.97 


4,374.32 


2,062. 


94 
343- 


263.68 


*15749.2 


$34,382.57 


in the principal 


$28,586.97 


$ 


4,874.32 


2,062.94 


343-95 


263.68 
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Elizabeth R. Vaughan Trust: 
Gain on Sales of Securities 


* In red. 


The principal of the Elizabeth R. 
Vaughan Trust, amounting to $182,- 
567.34, is held by the State Street Trust 
Company, who under the provisions of 
the will were to be the sole trustees of the 
fund. The principal and income were be- 
queathed for the benefit of the Hamilton 
House. The State Street Trust Com- 


3)269.40 *1,749.29 


pany, trustee, confirmed to us that at the 
close of the year they were holding securl- 
ties of a book value of > I 82,202.52 ( mar- 
ket value $211,019.39) and uninvested 
cash of $364.81. Income received by the 
Society during the year and credited to 
the operating account of the Hamilton 
House amounted to $7,330.46. 


REAL EstraTE AND MortcaceE LIENs 


The book value of Real Estate and Mortgage Liens thereon at December 31, 1953 
compares with December 31, 1952 as follows: 


Equity in 
Real E State 


999,376.02 


Balance—December 
Book Value of 
Parson Smith House 

Book Value of Pratt House 


Reduction of Mortgage Liens 


z1,195§2 > 


Balance—December 31, 1953 


* In red. 


Mortgage reductions were as follows: 


At the November 18, 1953 meeting of 
the Board of Trustees it was voted to 
adopt a plan of self-insurance against fire 
losses. ‘The adoption of this plan neces- 
sitated the payment of the mortgages out- 
standing on those houses to be included 
under this plan. At the December 9, 


5000.00 
§,000.00 


8,688.58 


$1,020,064.60 


Mortgage U' nse. 
Liens 


Book Value of 
Real E state 
$36,688.58 $1,000.00 $1,037,064.60 
7,000.00 
§,000.00 


¥*8 688.58 


$28,000.00 $1,000.00 


$1,049,064.60 


Samuel Fowler House $ 
Hooper-Parker House 
Josiah Smith Tavern- 
Jones House 
Lincoln House 
Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson- 
Pitman House 
Harrison Gray Otis House 


100.00 


288.58 


1,000.00 


2 
300.00 


200.00 


6,800.00 


$8,688.58 


1953 meeting of the Board of Trustees it 
was voted to authorize the transfer of 
Pooled Funds to the operating accounts 
of such houses in amounts sufficient to 
pay off the outstanding mortgages. It was 
further voted that the respective operating 
accounts be charged interest at the rate of 
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5% per annum on the balances of 
amounts so advanced and that in the 
event that any house operating account 1s 
not sufficient to pay the interest as so 
charged, and in the event that the total 
advance is not repaid by December 31, 
1968, the deficiency in interest and prin- 
cipal shall be paid from the unrestricted 
funds of the Society. For details see 
Schedule Se 


BALANCES IN OPERATING ACCOUNTS 
oF HouskEs 


Certain houses owned by the Society 
are, by reason of endowment income and 
other sources of receipts, self-sustaining. 
The annual net income of such houses is 
accumulated for the account of these 
properties and is not considered available 
to meet the deficits of other houses. How- 
ever, certain funds, set up by vote of the 
Board of ‘Trustees or not restricted by the 
grantors, are available at the discretion of 
the Board to meet such deficits. Such 
funds were used this year (in that man- 
ner) and are shown in Schedule 6 under 
the caption “Transfers.” Other houses, 
while operating at a deficit currently, 
have credit balances accumulated in prior 
years against which such deficits are 
charged. 
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The credit balances in the operating 
accounts of the various houses amounted 
to $77,379.94 at December 31, 1953, 
an increase of $977.65 during the year. 
Disbursements were in excess of receipts 
by $5,571.67 due primarily to the net 
reduction of mortgage liens amounting 
to $8,688.58. This deficit in operations 
was eliminated by the charging of the 
$6,549.32 deficit of the Otis House, 
which is the headquarters of the Society, 
against current operating income. 


OPERATING RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

A net loss for the year of $2,247.97 
was realized by the Society as compared 
with a net profit of $396.23 for the year 
ended December 31, 1952, a decrease of 
2,644.20. This decrease is due to the 
payment in full of the mortgage lien on 
the Otis House, which payment was 
charged as an operating expense of the 
Society. 


Yours respectfully, 


BoypEN, YARDLEY, McManus 
& Guay 


Certified Public Accountants 


EXHIBIT A 
BALANCE SHEET 


December 31, 1953 


ASSETS 


Assets of Pooled Funds: 

Cash Uninvested 

Savings Bank Deposits 

Bonds (market value $408,364.11 ) 

Mortgages 

Stocks (market value $408,238.55) 
Assets of Segregated Funds: 

Cash Uninvested 

Stocks (market value $25,443.45) 


Elizabeth R. Vaughan Trust (market value $211,019.39) 


Real Estate—at cost or appraisal value at time of 
acquisition, plus expenditures for restoration 


$ 79474-90 
85,047.18 
413,000.37 
I 3,000.00 


22,496.54 


$ 841,018.99 


347-87 
13,159.89 


182,202.53 195,710.29 





1,049,064.60 
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Assets of General Fund: 
Cash 
Securities of “Beauport” Operating Fund 
(market value $14,847) 
Notes and Dividends Receivable 


72,050.24 


1§,023-44 


345-50 
LIABILITIES 
Pooled Funds: 
Endowment Funds—Income for: 
Real Estate Maintenance $ 597,386.22 
General Purposes 229,758.46 
Fire Insurance Fund 2,062.94 


Temporary Funds—for: 
Other Designated Purposes 
Revolving Loan Fund 
Less—Loans to Houses 
Segregated Funds: 
Mary Thacher Fund 
Hamilton House Fund 


11,547.69 
$4,768.94 


4,505.26 263.68 





13,142.95 
182,567.34 
Capital Invested in Real Estate: 

Mortgage Notes Payable—Banks 
Mortgage Notes Payable—Pooled Funds 
Notes Payable 

Equity of Society 


15,000.00 
13,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,020,064.60 
General Fund: 
Balance in Operating Accounts of Houses 775379-94 
Museum Purchases and Sales Fund 387.21 
William Sumner Appleton Memorial Fund 
Librarian’s Fund 
Payroll Taxes Payable 


1,211.63 


1,337.10 





510.45 
Surplus 59542.85 
EXHIBIT B 
(GENERAL INCOME AND EXPENSE 
Year ended December 31, 1952 
INCOME: 
Income from Invested Funds $ 9,629.86 
Miscellaneous Unrestricted Gifts 203.00 
Dues—Active Members $2,772.00 
—Associate Members 2,664.25 55436.25 


Management, Overhead and Accounting 
charged to House Operations 


8,750.00 
Museum Admissions 


176.65 
Sales of Photographs 44.63 
Miscellaneous Income 140.75 


EXPENSES: 
Salaries 
“Old-Time New England” 
Telephone 


$10,818.18 
25591447 
522.36 


$7,419.18 


$2,17 3,213.06 


841,018.99 


195,710.29 


1,049,064.60 


$7,419.18 


35213.06 





$24,381.14 
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Postage 

Office Supplies and Expense 
Annual Meeting 

Museum Expense 

Automobile Expense 

General Administrative Expense 
General Real Estate Expense 
Payroll Taxes 

Legal and Accounting 


Otis House Expenditures : 


Mortgage Principal $6,800.00 
Less—Gift 1,874.41 


Mortgage Interest 
Unabsorbed Expense 


Net Loss for the year 


EXHIBIT C 
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45925. 


264. 


ANALYsIS OF SURPLUS 


Balance—December 31, 1952 
Net Loss for the year—as above 
Payment on Indian Hill Note 





Balance—December 31, 1953 


* In red. 


EXHIBIT D 


Wn 
o 


“JI Ww 
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515.66 
401.38 


1,235.00 


282.39 


2,050.00 


19,815.44 


6,81 3.67 


*$ 2,247.97 


100.00 


REAL Estate RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


Year ended December 31, 1953 


RECEIPTS: 
Income from Invested Funds 
Premiums 


Rents 

Admissions 

Gifts and Legacies 

Mortgages from Pooled Funds: 
Fowler House 
Hooper-Parker House 
Lincoln House 
Mawdsley House 

Transferred from principal of endowment 
fund to Josiah Quincy House 

Sales of miscellaneous articles 

Sundry 

Appeals 


Less—Amounts expended on specified work 


DisBURSEMENTS: 
Taxes 
Mortgage Interest 
Mortgage Principal 
Management Fee charged by General Fund 





$14,385.7 


5,561. 


goo. 
6,700. 
4,100. 


1,300. 


oOo 


OO 
OO 
OU 


OO 


5483.16 
45420.79 


13,000.00 


3,500.00 
601.40 


737.00 


1,062.37 


3,008.7 
1,234. 
21,688.5 


8,750.00 


cc 
hw we 


* 
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$7,690.82 


*2,147.97 


$5,542.85 
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Repayment of Loan to: 
Revolving Loan Fund 
General Endowment Fund 


Insurance 


Fuel 


Gas and Electricity 
Repai rs 
Maintenance 
Water 


Miscellaneous 


Old-Time New England 


263.68 


236.32 


Excess of Disbursements over Receipts 


RECONCILIATION OF OPERATING FUND 


Aggregate of Credit Balances—December 31, 1952 
Loss on operation of Otis House 
charged against general income 


Less—Excess of Disbursements over Receipts 


Aggregate of Credit Balances—December 31, 1953 


* In red. 


SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNTS 


Boston Federal Savings & 
Loan Association 
Boston Five Cents Savings Bank 
Home Savings Bank 
Home Savings Bank 
Institution for Savings 
Massachusetts Savings Bank 
Provident Institution for 
Provident Institution for 
Provident Institution for 
Amesbury 
Provident Institution for 
Amesbury 
Salem Five Cents Savings Bank 
Suffolk Savings Bank 
Suffolk Savings Bank 





Newburyport 
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SCHEDULE 
INVESTMENTS OF PooLED FUNDs 
December 31, 1952 
Account Value 
No. Book 
643 $10,000.00 


959524 
365720 


10,500.00 
11,000.00 
432433 2,173.23 

$7818 $5994.41 





Second Federal Savings & Loan 


Association 
Surety Building & Loan Association 
Warren Institution for Savings 


Wollaston Federal Savings & Loan 


Association 


BONDS 
Beneficial Industrial Loan 


§2904 1,175.81 
Savings 565561 500.00 
Savings s85718 319.74 
Savings 
28306 §,042.98 
Savings— 
50063 671.91 
14673 194.38 
4167386 474.67 
50694! 11,000.00 
10619 10,000.00 
5,000.00 
128162 1,000.00 
7965 10,000.00 


$8 5,047.18 


Par Value 


4/73 $ 10,000. $ 10,000.00 


$10,000.00 


$ 


BALANCE 





Market 


10,500.00 


11,000.00 


~~ 4 >» 


2,173.22 
59994-41 
1,175.31 


$00.00 


LO2Z,1S1.86 


*$ 


319.74 


5,042.98 


671.91 


194.38 
474-67 


11,000.00 


10,000.00 


§,000.00 


1,000.00 


10,000.00 


$85,047.18 


10,500.00 


- | .607 


595) 


$76,402.29 


977.65 


79379-94 
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Re e1VE { 


2 ) 
4506 O00 


288.76 


147.95 


19.70 
5.69 
12.758 


302.50 
175.00 
- 

300.00 


27.50 


175-00 


$2,342.97 
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Commercial Credit 
Corporation 

General Motors 
Acceptance 

General Motors 
Acceptance 

Lehigh Valley R.R. 
of N.Y. (Ext. ) 

New York Steam 
Corporation 

Northern Pacific R.R. 

Southern Pacific R.R. 

Southern Pacific R.R. 

Southern Rwy. 

Tennessee Gas Transmission 

ist Mtge. 

_S. Treasury 


4 


. Treasury 


4 


a GS 


. Treasury 
Savings “G” 
Savings “G” 


4 


Sf 
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% | 


Savings “G” 


h 
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MORTGAGES 


Samuel Fowler House 
Hooper-Parker House 
Lincoln House 


Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman House 


STOC KS 


INTERES’ 


2¥%4 5/17/54 
2% 5/10/54 
37R/ 61 
42/74 
372/63 
42/2047 
42/69 


4/81 
61/56 


. of 
a ee / 


American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


American Tobacco Co. 
Boston Edison Co. 
Bristol-M vers 


Chesebrough Manufacturing Co. 


Christiana Securities 


Commonwealth Edison Co. 
Consolidated Edison Co. of 


Me Be 


Consolidated Natural Gas Co. 


Continental Can Co. 
Continental Illinois Bank & 


Corn Products Refining Co. 


Detroit Edison Co. 
Draper Corp. 
Eastman Kodak Co. 
Essex Co. 


Trust Co. 


First National Bank of Boston 
First National Bank of St. Louis 
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25,000. 


25,000. 


25,000. 


§,000. 


5,000. 
10,000. 
5,000. 
10,000. 


5,000. 


10,000. 
3,000. 
10,000. 
110,000. 
1,000. 


40,000. 


60,000. 


20,000. 


10,000. 


26,000. 


Shares 
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222 65/100 


24,738.37 
245751.74 


24,875.00 


3,800.00 


§)300.00 
8,861.50 
4,850.00 
9,294.00 


5,850.00 


10,129.50 


35! 20.00 


10,200.00 


10,281.26 


949.00 


40,000.00 
60,000.00 
20,000.00 
10,000.00 


26,000.00 


$413,000.37 





Book 


g00.00 
6,700.00 
4,100.00 


1,300.00 


$13,000.00 i 


27,706.12 
8,513.03 
8,038.45 
6,711.74 
79370-29 
» , 
8,998.32 
3»400.00 


5,161.34 


15,677.3 


» 


79543-52 
6,473.09 


2,370.00 


j 


5,103.67 
9,660.80 
6,931.17 
1,904.00 
12,576.78 
6,015.88 


Value 


we 


24,738.37 


24,751.74 


25,750.00 


4,150.00 


5,150.00 
9,800.00 
5,200.00 
10,300.00 


533 50.00 


10,300.00 
2,910.00 
9,600.00 


10,000.00 


992.00 
38,320.00 
57,480.00 
18,980.00 

9,470.00 


24,622.00 


$408,364.11 





Market 


900.00 
6,700.00 
4,100.00 

1,300.00 


13,000.00 


26,832.00 
7,440.00 
$8,250.00 
4,085.00 
6,800.00 

22,200.00 
3,700.00 
8,200.00 

16,200.00 

10,800.00 
6,090.00 

._* 
2,331.00 
6,380.00 
6,400.00 

10,464.55 
1,344.00 


13,230.00 


6,210.00 





75.00 
250.00 
3,025.00 
25.00 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 
500.00 
250.00 
650.00 


$9,768.48 


Income 
Received 


: O 
O 
Oo 
oO 
$ oO 


1,548.00 
4380.00 
430.50 
215.00 
400.00 
$43.00 
180.00 
460.00 
750.00 
480.00 
280.00 
113.40 
330.00 
560.00 
389.60 
70.00 
725.00 


299.00 
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General Electric 200 
General Foods 200 
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection 300 
International Harvester Co. 100 
International Nickel of Canada 200 
Ludlow Manufacturing & Sales Co. 84 
Miscellaneous Securities 

Montgomery Ward & Co. 100 


National City Bank of New York 28 
J. C. Penney Co. 
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Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. 589 
Pepperell Manufacturing Co. 200 
Sears Roebuck Co. 100 
Southern California Edison Co. 200 
Standard Oil Co. of California 300 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey 200 
State Street Trust Co. 150 
Toledo Edison Co. 325 
Union Carbide & Carbon Corporation 300 
Union Pacific R.R. Co. 100 
United Fruit Co. 280 
West Point Manufacturing Co. 180 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation 212 
F. W. Woolworth Co. 100 


7,280. 


— 


; 


9,036.63 


> 
10,017.28 


2,874.52 


6,290.69 


2 276.00 


>» 


00 


6,867.20 


11,641.97 


8,901.00 


11,852.31 
8,696.97 


33900.00 


6,31 


5) 


76 


8,285.48 
6,447-79 
9,948.90 
3,959.11 


9,700.00 


= 


15, 


|. 
— 


5036 


, 
~ 


o 
30 
sO 


§,040.63 
6,148.00 


4,600.00 


$322,496.54 


INVESTMENTS OF SEGREGATED FUN 


Mary THACHER ENDOWMENT FUND 


Shares or 


Par Value 


Corn Products Refining Co. 7324 
Eastman Kodak Co. 70 35/ 
International Harvester Co. gO 
Texas Co. 246 


INVESTMENT OF “BFAUPORT”’ OPERATING FUND 
Metropolitan Federal Savings & Loan 
Association $7,902. 
U.S. Treasury 234/80 $2,000. 


U.S. Savings “G” 2% 12/1/60 $3,000. 


SUMMARY OF INVESTMENTS AND INVESTMENT 


POOLED FUNDs 

Savings Bank Accounts 

Bonds 

Mortgages 

Stocks 

Income received on securities sold 

SEGREGATED FUNDs 
ELIZABETH TAPPAN TRUST 


ws 


-* 


13,159.89 


$10,000.00 


2,023.44 


~ 


3,000.00 


$15,023.44 


85,047. 


I 3,000.3 


> 


N 


28,1383 


~ 


°2 


as 


~ 


3,000.00 


2,496.5 } 


y 


> 


Ds 


17,600.00 
12,000.00 
14,100.00 
2,700.00 
7,000.00 
2,1 $4.00 
>. 
5,600.00 
14,820.00 
9,546.00 
20,615.00 
12,600.00 
6,200.00 
7,600.00 
I §,900.00 
14,400.00 
9,900.00 
4,225.00 
200.00 
10,600.00 
I 2,600.00 
3,730.00 
10,8 12.00 
4,300.00 


$408,238.55 


> §»439-.00 
39 306.45 
2,4 30.00 


14,268.00 


$10,000.00 
2,000.00 
> : = 
2,847.00 


$14,847.00 


INCOME 


$5,047.18 
408,364.11 
I 3,000.00 


405,235.55 


40,290.45 


Soo OO 
§ 30.00 
§40.00 
200.00 
470 OO 
205.480 
t 
300.00 
§64.00 
451.00 
1,060.20 
goo.00 
1§0.00 
400.00 
QOO.00 
g OC 00 
375 0 
227.§2 
750.00 


60% ».O0 


980.00 
2% .00 
424.00 
250.00 
$20,819.52 
$ 264.60 
123.00 
180 ) 
> 
s 36.4 
> 
>1,404.00 
$ Iso r( 
§ §.00 
—€ 0-0 


$ 280.00 
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0 ELIZABETH R. VAUGHAN Trust (State Street 
0 Trust Co.) 

10 

0 


- Distribution of Income: 
To General Income 
To Real Estate Income 
To Principal of Funds 
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182,202.53 211,019.39 


$1,043,929-95 $1,165,959.68 








7>330-46 


$43,748.59 
$ 9,629.36 
3 


33,71 1.0§ 


0 ; 407.68 
20 $435,748.59 
18) 
20 . ‘ , 
SCHEDULE 4 
00 
0 FE PooLED ENDOWMENT FuNDs 
0 “4 
o EF December 31, 1952 
a 
00 4 = . : 
© Endowment Funds—Income to be used “Scotch”-Boardman House 3,845.51 
00 ; . , oO 
ae for Real Estate Maintenance Short House 544-43 
52 S Se ate 
: Samuel Stetson House 6,374.91 
oo f Eleazer Arnold House $ 2,901.96 ' ' os ad 
BoA ler H Sarah Jane Parker Tappan Spaulding 
00 4 Alexander ouse I6.,211.4§ pa : . . 
3 d95 0 4d Memorial Fund f.b.o. the Lyman 
oo & Barrett House 37,975.52 Miaiane ere 
oo — Chaplin-Clarke-Williams House 4,268.64 Swain ae =e rae 4 
* 4 . ' owain-H¢ sO ouse 77.07 
00 & Charles Street Meetinghouse 4,119.66 a , ; ; ; 
— ate 4 Swett-Ilsley Tavern 738.98 
oo & Tristram Coffin House 1759373" Gol. Tohn Thacher & 
7 ; d : : , acher & 
<> [fe Cooper-Frost-Austin House 6,061.59 SE a a vee 6 
- & S cKer House 47,721.69 
s Colton House 2.628.872 a 
: 99d 3 . Peter Tufts House 2,566.39 
» Clemence-Irons House 27,774.08 ek a | inden 
t C k T g West-Curtis-Ahl House 7.598.585 
2 rocker Tavern 11,420.23 ' 
; _— te Woodbridge House 45463.35§ 
© Emerson-Howard House 4,505.80 : rage Msi 
: = George H. Whipple Bequest 6,215.46 
© Samuel Fowler House 87.53 Total — 
4 . « e o>? ° . 4 < - - 2% >> 
® Friends of Tower Hill Burying = >597380.22 
rm : Ground 5,492.10 
00 g Frost Cemetery 1,673.46 
oo & Jacobs Farmhouse 24,045.10 Endowment Funds—Income to be used 
40 fe Jewett House 53,077.14 for General Purposes 
. 4 »s : : . " ‘ser > ’ > <a , > , . ~ 
Josiah Smith Tavern-Jones House 45,221.92 General Endowment $ 50,462.00 
a in. a thee m 22.29 . 
Hooper-Parker House 4593 3-4 Hosmer-Huse Memorial Fund 55444-34 
: Lakeman-Johnson House | 32,178.91 Liberty Loan 32,651.02 
: Governor Langdon Mansion $1,727.02 Life Membership Fund 16,247.47 
ae Lyman House | 12,550.04 Quincy Memorial Fund 26,482.17 
00 Fe Lydia Lyman Memorial Fund 3692-56 = Mary Bell Willson 98,470.47 
00 FR = Marrett House 35,731.44 ay ; a 
— Bw. a : Total $229,758.46 
oo fA Marrett Garden 10,849.95 aa 
¥ , 
. Mawdslev-Gardner-W atson- 
; 
is Pitman House 240.35 
© Merrell Tavern 9,191.53 ” 
; é' Fire Insurance Fund $ 2,062.94 
S Rebecca Nurse House 8,474.55 # 
97 © Peabody-Smith Cemeteries 7,329.91 Temporary Funds—to be used for 
..¢ Me Pratt House °,875.00 Other Designated Purposes 
43 % f } 
< . ° ° . ° ° : 
’ ® Col. Josiah Quincy House 6,992.72 Asher Benjamin Drawings $ 121.85 
82 e Rocky Hill Meetinghouse 11,277.51 Bigelow Publications 1,916.15 
<2 J Nehemiah Royce House 4,770.38 Charles Bulfinch 1,929.11 
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Publications Endowment 2,288.78 Revoiving Loan Fund | 
Waring Stencils 44.28  K.H. Burt Loan Fund $4,768.94 BF 
Frances Anne Atkinson Appleton Loans to House Operating Re 


ri Asa eo i 


Fund 5,247.52 Accounts 4,505.26 


) 
re 





— - a E 
Total $11,547.69 Total $ 263.68 
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Report of the Director of Museum 


Mr. RussELt H. KETrecy 


May 1, 1953 to April 30, 1954 


_ 


UR “Museum,” considered in a 
broad interpretation, 
not merely the four-story fire- 
resisting building attached as a wing to 
the Otis House, but also the Otis House 


includes 


ings in Appleton Hall or any of our prop- 
erties). What we have to offer these 
people are the collections, started over 
forty years ago by the wholesale enthusi- 
asm of Sumner Appleton, steadily grow- 





MARKET SQUARE, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, DURING THE GREAT SEPTEMBER 
GALE, 1515. FROM A CONTEMPORARY PAINTING OWNED BY¥ THE SOCIETY 
AND NOW HANGING IN THE HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE 


itself and the forty-six other properties 
that to a greater or lesser extent offer 
themselves to the public for inspection 
and study. 

In round numbers, we have had some 
$,000 visitors during the past season (not 
including groups holding regular meet- 


ing, and ranging from a valentine of the 
time of Calvin Coolidge, to some of the 
earliest houses that were built by the Eng- 
lish settlers in America. For a study of 
the manners and customs of the first three 
hundred years of American history, a 
visitor to these parts should hardly afford 
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to ignore what we have on exhibition. 

Our collections grow by gifts, by be- 
quests, and by loans. During the past 
year, we have been especially generously 
treated by gifts from Miss Elvea Bowker, 
Mrs. Charles $. Coburn, Jr., Miss Kate 
Griswold, Mr. J. Marshall Lindley, Mrs. 
Bertram K. Little, Miss Elizabeth V. 
Morrison, Mr. Harry Shaw Newman, 
Miss Penelope B. Noyes, Miss Charlotte 
Allen Peabody, Mr. Edmund Quincy, 
Miss Ruth Tinkham and Mr. Stephen 
Wheatland. 

It is impossible to specify here every 
gift, but as of special interest we should 
mention the oil painting, “The Muse of 
Music,” by Angelica Kauffmann, that 
Charles C. Childs gave us because he 
recognized how well it would look over 
the marble mantelpiece in the ballroom 
of the Lyman House in Waltham. 

Another oil painting, given us by 
Gorham Dana, was painted of James, 
son of Samuel Dana who married Re- 
becca Barrett, of the Society’s Barrett 
House in New Ipswich, New Hampshire. 

From Mrs. Francis Gray ( Ellen Joy) 
we received a pair of silver and rhine- 
stone shoe buckles, formerly owned by 
Benjamin Joy (1757-1829) and a set 
of five pieces of mourning jewelry, form- 
erly owned by Hannah Barrell (died 
1777 ) wife of Joseph Barrell. From Mrs. 
Sarah Norton McCullagh, a pair of 
blown glass decanters etched with Amer- 
ican patriotic emblems and sentiments; 
from Miss Clara H. Winthrop, an oil 
landscape painting attributed to Wou- 
vermans; from Mr. John C. Usher, an 
adult Shaker cradle; from Mr. and Mrs. 
Langdon Pearse, a section of an English 
toile printed with a design entitled 
“America Presenting at the Altar of Lib- 
erty Meddallions of her Illustrious Sons,” 
derived from Du Simitiére’s drawings. 
This cloth was from a quilt owned by the 
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daughter of Peter Coffin and comes to 
us by direct line through the Estate of 
Alice Williams Pearse. 

We note gratefully that a number of 
fine long-term loans were changed into 
outright gifts during the year by Miss 
Margaret H. Jewell. 

3equests have come from the thought- 
fulness of Miss Alice Crocker Banning, 
custodian for many vears of the Mawds- 
ley House in Newport, Rhode Island; 
from Elizabeth Cheney Kaufmann; 
from Miss Susan B. Waring; and from 
Miss Marian Stetson in the form of a 
very useful group of early nineteenth- 
century furniture that was moved and 
cared for thanks to the thoughtful provi- 
sion of a sum of $500 especially left for 
that purpose. There is a fine sideboard 
now in the dining room of the Otis 
House that we acquired recently under 
the will of Mr. Irving C. Tomlinson. 

Of late we have occasionally loaned 
material to supplement lectures before his- 
torical organizations, and to aid worthy 
causes in making up special displays. In 
the latter way we participated to a mod- 
est degree last summer in Boston’s His- 
toric Festival, and in an anniversary at 
R. H. White’s. Similarly, we helped the 
Veterans’ Administration to present a 
window display celebrating April 19, and 
calling attention to the fundamental dis- 
repair of the steeple of the Old North 
Church. 

Last fall we loaned a selection from 
our collection of samplers to the Eastern 
States Exposition and received a Second 
Prize and four Honorable Mentions in 
their division. 

No report of what goes on at the Mu- 
seum would be complete without a men- 
tion of the work of volunteers—these peo- 
ple who come in and contribute their 
time and knowledge, working on such of 
our collections as they are recognized to 
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be proficient in. Recently Mrs. Frank 
Winthrop, in collaboration with our 
Curator, Lea $. Luquer, has completely 
classified, catalogued, and arranged in 
chronological order, the Society’s collec- 
tion of fans. Mr. Luquer, a painstaking 
worker who puts in many hours assisted 
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by our Superintendent, Harry A. Mer- 
chant, is the one who is really responsible 
for the effective care of the thousands of 
items at the Lynde Street Museum. As I 
conclude my report, it is he who should 
take the bow. 














Report of the Librarian 


Mr. BUCHANAN CHARLES 


URING the past year the library 
has received very few gifts. This 
is perhaps lamentable, but it has 

at least permitted our work of catalogu- 
ing to proceed with a delightful sense of 
substantial accomplishment. For once, the 
new books coming in did not add ma- 
terially to the large number of old ones 
waiting to be catalogued. We therefore 
had the novel experience of feeling free 
from the grinding pressure of previous 
years, when the more we did the more 
there was to do. 

Phillips Brooks: recommended prayer 
for power equal to one’s tasks rather than 
pray er for tasks equal to one’s power. ‘To 
pray for greater power is indeed an am- 
bitious and creative course, but a lessen- 
ing of work is certainly productive of a 
more comfortable situation. It must be 
understood, however, that the lessening 
of work in the library is purely theoreti- 
cal, since we have more work before us 
than we can hope to finish in the foresee- 
able Corroborative 
would, I am sure, be readily supplied by 
Miss Elizabeth V. Morrison and Mrs. J. 
Clifford Ross, who have been, and still 
are, voluntarily devoting many, many 
hours to the work. 


future. testimony 


One or two books received during the 
year are particularly noteworthy. No 
doubt many of our members have already 
finished reading Gerald Carson’s The 
Old Country Store, published by the Ox- 
ford University Press last month. Like 
Ola Winslow’s Meeting House Hill, is- 
sued in 1952, it is a delightful, authenti- 
cated study of an old American institu- 
tion of great sociological importance. 
Most antiquarians seem to sense a qual- 


ity of pathos in objects and facts of the 
past. Mr. Carson gives vivid expression 
to this poetic feeling in Lhe Old C'oun- 
try Store. The book 1S, of course, devoted 
mainly to the economic and practical as- 
pects of old-time storekeeping, but the 
author is deeply humane, and describes 
poignantly the relationship of the coun- 
try store and its counterpart, the peddler, 
to farm and villave life. 

As to the peddler, he says, “It requires 
an effort of the imagination now to un- 
derstand what the visit of the peddler 
once meant to a farm family. The road 
or track wound its way through the great 
boles of the forest trees, just the width of 
. a morass of mud 
level 


one Cart or wagon... 
most of the 
when filled with snow. ... When weather 
choked the road off completely, the farm 
looked through 
panes, seeing only the rain slanting across’ 


year, never except 


family out spattered 


the dark trees, or the steady growth of 
wind-carved snow drifts... .” 

How Mr. Carson 
characterizes the people of the back hills: 
the “Children, shy as hermit thrushes,” 
or the wife, “left alone with her cooking 


CC MM passie nately 


and her thoughts,” “during long hours 
of grinding toil,” becoming “as skittish 
asa woods creature.” 

After such comments, Mr. Carson will 
effectively return to his main theme, as in 
this instance: “Imagine, then, the spring 
thaw setting in, the road weeping with 
snow water, and a plodding figure at the 
dooryard, It is the stocky form of a man § 
who brings with him a flash of color and : 
vivacity, a little taste of civilization; a | 
man with a ready tongue and a minia- 


ture store on his back. . . . His arrival was 
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an event, not of the day, nor of the week, 
or month. It was a memory for the years, 
to be told and retold, the droll things he 
said and what was displayed when he un- 
rolled his pack.” 

The book is also a mine of fascinating 
facts. There are the specialized meanings 
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Carson devotes a great deal of attention 
to the humor that is inseparable from any 
thought of that institution. He has not 
merely collected innumerable amusing 
stories but, owing to his own keen sense 
of the ridiculous, has discovered many en- 
tertaining incidents and situations. One 
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THE CREAMERY BRIDGE, ACROSS WHETSTONE BROOK, BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT 


of certain words in earlier times. “‘Dry 
goods”? meant most merchandise that was 
not weighed or poured. “‘Produce”’ indi- 
cated foodstuffs that would keep and 
could be shipped long distances. “‘Gro- 
ceries’’ were luxuries of diet from the 
West Indies and southern Europe, such 
as citron, spices, and also wine, “grocery 
store” often being used to mean a dram- 
shop. Among the statistical materials are 
the prices of staple commodities during 
the ruinous inflation of the 1780’s, when 
refined sugar sold for seven shillings a 
pound, milk at fifteen shillings a quart, 
potatoes at ninety-six shillings a bushel, 
and corn at forty dollars a bushel. 

But besides giving the poetry, drama, 
and practicalities of the country store, Mr. 


passage concerns the failure of the store 
kept by Abraham Lincoln and his partner, 
Berry. Mr. Carson comments that “It is 
a delicate irony of government and poli- 
that as Lincoln’s financial 
gathered about him, he was elected to the 


tics, woes 
state legislature and promptly appointed 
to the Committee on Finances.” A great 
deal of the humor associated with the 
country store is, of course, concerned 
with sharp trading, and perhaps Mr. Car- 
son’s most striking citation connected 
with such practices is that of the salesman 
who said, “I never could see why it is 
necessary to tell a lie when the truth can 
be just as misleading.” 

Another book received is a biography, 
John Langdon, by LawrenceShaw Mayo. 
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This gift is greatly esteemed and it ar- 
rived most opportunely as we are now 
about to open the Langdon House (in 
Portsmouth, N. H.) daily for the first 
time. 


Finally, I must mention a great folio 
volume of maps received from the Estate 
of Grace Fiske Packer, who lived next to 
the Langdon House in Portsmouth. ‘This 
work, from our point of view, might be 
designated—to use a theatrical term—a 


“property.” It is not a book that we are 
likely to refer to frequently in the course 
of our business, but it is of a decorative 
nature and would be appropriate to a late 
eighteenth-century library. It is named 
Great Britain Coasting Pilot, Being a 
New and Exact Survey of the Sea-Coast 
of England and Scotland by Captain 
Greenville Collins, Hydrographer in Or- 
dinary to the King’s Most Excellent Ma- 
jesty, published in London in 1781. 
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Coffee pot, London 1792 by Chas. Hougham; 
matching sugar & creamer, London 1793 by John Sanders, $615. set. 


Offered subject to prior sale Price includes Federal Tax 


Shreve 


CRUMP & LOW COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1800 


Anliquarians, fuvelers, Gold and Sluersmilhs 


BOYLSTON AT ARLINGTON STREET 
BOSTON 16, MASSACHUSETTS 





























WE BUY & SELL 
RARE AMERICANA 


LD PRINTS and paintings of American 

Towns, Ships, and Character. { American 
Maps. { Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. { American Gene- 
alogy and Local History. § Books on the Arts and 
Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 
{ First Editions of Americanand English Authors. 


GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 


18 Beacon Street, Boston 





FOUR HIGH ROAD 


On Route 1A 
NEWBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
Delicious Luncheons and Dinners 


served daily, except Sunday and Monday, 


the year round, in a 17th-century house 
Reservations desirable— Te/. Newburyport 1540 


Miss Lilian J. Franklin, Manager 
Assisted by Miss Sarah Fisher 


CONSULTANT 
TO COLLECTORS 


Experienced assistance in 
augmenting your collec- 
tion, creating an authen- 
tic setting for it, or dis- 
posing of it as a whole or 


in part. 
By appointment 


MARY ALLIS 
Ogden House 
Fairfield 


Connecticut 








DEERFIELD 
INN 


DEERFIELD, MASS. 


Open All Year 
for the 
Convenience 
of 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
Visiting 
Old Deerfield 
and its 
Historic Houses 


TELEPHONE GREENFIELD 3838 


Or write for Reservations 





EARLY AMERICAN SILVER 
Early American Silver 
Tankard* with preserved 
pedigree, made by Ben- 
( Boston 
1729-1805), who suc- 


jamin Burt 


ceeded his brother Sam- 
uel in 1754, sons of John 
(1692/3-1745), to the 
order of Wm. Hyslop 
(bp. 1714-1796), for his 
son David, and wife, 
who handed it down en- 
graved with their ini- 
tials. The Hyslops were patrons for communion 
silver, too, as donors to the First Parish in 
Brookline where on his retirement Wm. took 
residence on a farm previously of the Boylston 
family. An importer of goods from Glasgow, 
particularly Bibles, he had come about 1740 from 
Haddington, Scotland, to rise from ‘“‘a peddler 
with a pack on his back’’ to established merchant 
on Codman’s Wharf, which was sold to the city 
for the Quincy market-house. Elizabeth, sister of 
David Hyslop, was the wife of Massachusetts Jus- 
tice and Governor, Increase Sumner. Ref.: Old 
Silver of American Churches, E. Alfred Jones, 
i913. “*Illustrated from the collection of GEBE- 
LEIN Silversmiths, 79 Chestnut Street, Boston. 


GEBELEIN 79 Chestnut ss. BOSTON 
































BANKING CONNECTIONS 


While we are constantly looking for new business, it is never our 
intention to disturb satisfactory relations elsewhere. However, 
when a change or increase in banking connections is being con- 
sidered, we would like very much to be kept in mind. 
You will always find us ready and willing to discuss banking or 
trust matters with you any time at your convenience. 





STATE STREET TRUST COMPANY 


BOSTON 1, MASSACHUSETTS 


MAIN OFFICE: CORNER STATE AND CONGRESS STREETS 
Union Trust Office: 24 Federal Street 
Massachusetts Avenue Office: Cor. Massachusetts Avenue and Boylston Street 
Copley Square Office: 587 Boylston Street 
Safe Deposit Vaults at all Offices 


Member Federal Reserve System Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 















OLD PAINTINGS and PRINTS 
FAMILY PORTRAITS 


Restored—Cleaned— Framed 


ere 


Appraisals for Insurance and Inheritance 







OND 


CHARLES D. CHILDS 


169 Newbury Street Boston 16, Mass. 


Telephone: COmmonwealth 6-1108 











The Anthoensen Press, Portland, Maine 





